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Tobacco is a major threat to the proposal and prospects of
Sustainable Development Goals that the world is hoping to adopt
in 2015. The need for tobacco control has been recognized as a
global health imperative to address the global burden of Non Com-
municable Diseases (NCDs). It is imperative that tobacco control
measures be stepped up, at pace with progressive, ground-breaking
and radical international measures moving towards a tobacco-free
society. Although successes in tobacco control efforts have been
regionally skewed, there are a number of positive developments
and initiatives in the overall global tobacco control movement that
can be replicated as best practices. Along with the WHO Frame-
work Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC) and WHO MPOWER
strategies, tobacco control movements in various countries have
adopted contextually relevant strategies and activities that have
found success. There is a need to derive a more innovative perspec-
tive on FCTC and MPOWER and to explore innovative partnerships
beyond the traditional confines to build a global coalition that sup-
ports tobacco control by partnering with others having convergent
concerns on common determinants.
With the World Health Assembly considering a target of 30%
relative reduction in tobacco use prevalence by 2025, the global
narrative on tobacco control is increasingly exploring the concept
of tobacco endgame, which envisions reducing tobacco prevalence
and availability to minimal levels. Tobacco control is also listed
as a cost effective intervention that will contribute to the global
goal of reducing NCD death rates by 2% per year. Experts aiming
at the end game give a target for tobacco-free world, where less
than 5% of people smoke, by 2040. This call has been accepted by
countries like Finland and Norway who propose to become tobacco-
free within next three decades. At the same time, Singapore and
the state of Tasmania in Australia have proposed to restrict sale
of tobacco products to individuals born after the year 2000 with
a vision to make future generations tobacco-free. Bhutan has im-
posed a total ban on manufacture and sale of tobacco and Gutka
(a smokeless form of tobacco) ban can be considered as India' s big
step towards tobacco endgame.
This is the time when governments must adopt comprehensive
targets for ensuring reduction in prevalence of tobacco use in
keeping with the recommendations from WHO. With this growing
concern of tobacco use globally and the global initiative towards
endgame for tobacco, it is of utmost importance to have a platform
where public health researchers, experts, advocates, policy mak-
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ers, and other multi-discipline stakeholders discuss and deliberate
on the contemporary public health policy and program innovations,
need for effective measures and advocacy strategies to achieve the
public health goal of a tobacco-free world.
The Public Health Foundation of India (PHFI) and HRIDAY (Health
Related Information Dissemination Amongst Youth) in collaboration
with the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Government of
India (MoHFW), World Health Organization, World Bank, World
Heart Federation, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC,
USA) and National Cancer Institute (NIH, USA) is organizing the
“1st International Conference on Public Health in the 21st Century:
The End-Game for Tobacco”. The Conference will be held during
September 10th to 12th, 2013 in New Delhi. The Conference en-
visions to provide a platform not only for knowledge transfer and
information sharing but agenda setting, for the future pathways of
the tobacco control movement globally to put an end to tobacco.
With the decisions at the recently concluded Fifth Session of the
Conference of Parties of the WHO-FCTC in the background, the
Conference programme encompasses various themes related to
the current tobacco endgame narrative including strategies for
reducing prevalence to less than 5% by 2040, protection from
tobacco industry interference, plain packaging of all tobacco prod-
ucts, alternative livelihoods for tobacco growers, tobacco taxation,
curbing illicit trade in tobacco products, youth tobacco use preven-
tion programmes, providing accessible and affordable treatment
for tobacco dependence and cessation, monitoring and surveil-
lance among others. In addition, the Conference will focus on
developing multi-sectoral partnerships and taking tobacco control
beyond health sector to integrate it with the development goals
and appropriate treatment under trade agreements and treaties.
The “1st International Conference on Public Health in the 21st
Century: The End-Game for Tobacco” is a call for collective res-
olution to fight tobacco with global cohesion and integration of
tobacco control into other health and development agendas for
the achievement of our common health and development goals.
The Conference presents an opportunity to share experiences and
insights on various stages and strategies of tobacco control includ-
ing governance, policy, advocacy, research, and practical facets to
put an end to tobacco. This is the first global endeavour to bring
tobacco control advocates from across the world to deliberate and
devise an action plan to work towards the endgame target in the
21st century.
